BLOOD COAGULATION AND THROMBOSIS. British Medical Bulletin, Vol. 11, No. 1. London: Medical Department, The British Council, 19556 THE Medical Department of the British Council is to be congratulated on producing this number of the British Medical Bulletin entirely devoted to blood coagulation and thrombosis.
There have been signs, in recent years, of a sub-division of b}matology into a number of subspecialities-morphology, immuno-hsematology, studies on blood coagulation, etc. Each of these sub-specialities has evolved rapidly, developed a language of its own, and built up an intellectual iron curtain which has also helped to preserve its exclusive identity. So exclusive, indeed, have some of these sub-specialities become that it has been said of the coagulationist that, like the Cabots of Boston, they speak only to God. In the field of blood coagulation what has been grievously needed was someone with vision, a sense of perspective, and the ability to simplify complicated technical matters so that they could be fully understood by practising hospital clinical pathologists. This need has, to a great extent, been met by Professor McFarlane and his school at Oxford.
In this number of the British Medical Bulletin devoted to blood coagulation and thrombosis an attempt has been made to present "many aspects of recent work on blood coagulation and its practical application to medicine." After an authoritative introduction by Professor McFarlane which outlines the present position with regard to the coagulation system the further contributors, each experts in their own field, describe various aspects of blood coagulation, the haemorrhagic diathesis, thrombosis, and anti-coagulation therapy. The number is rounded off by a thought- DESPITE its price and manner of publication, this relates to a patented produce and is entirely uncritical.
